
Newsletter of the Ong family serving in Malawi Africa

Issue 36
April/May

2016

Lord of the Harvest
“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field.” – Matt 9:38

The maize harvest was poor this year for many Malawians due 
to the lack of rains. The quality and quantity of each harvest is 
often so dependent on factors outside our human control. We 
were reminded that in our ministries we need to look to Jesus 
‘the Lord of the harvest’ to direct us. He is the one who sends 
his workers out into his harvest field. As Paul says in 1 Cor. 3:6: 
“I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it 
grow.” Pray that God will continue to grow His Kingdom in 
Malawi.

Celebrating Pete’s graduation from Bible college
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*AEC - Africa Evangelical Church, SIM Malawi’s partner church with whom we work.

Our home in Malawi

Harvest time is one of our favourite times in Malawi in which 
we get to join the Zuze family to harvest their maize. Maize 
form the staple of the Malawian diet, it is dried and ground 
into ufa (maize flour) and then cooked into nsima which is 
eaten at almost every meal along with ndiwo (side dish) made 
with greens, onions, tomatoes, and sometimes eggs and 
small fish. The Zuze didn’t harvest much this year due to the 
late rains as well as monkeys stealing their crops. Please 
continue to pray for many in Malawi that they may reap a 
plentiful harvest despite the unfavourable conditions this year.

Season of Harvest

It has been a challenge for Jo to form solid friend-
ships with the ladies at our church due to us living a 
far distance from Bangwe. Most village women in 
Malawi , like those from our church, have little to no 
English. One of Jo’s goals this term is to learn to 
‘kucheza’ (chat) well in colloquial Chichewa. In God’s 
timing, he brought a friend Mayi (Mrs) Rosalind into 
Jo’s life last term. Rosalind attends our church and has 
been reaching out to Jo. 
Neither Rosalind nor her husband have consistant 
jobs and struggle to feed their six children, so Jo has 
been visiting Rosalind at her home to teach her to 
handsew some craft items to sell. Rosalind is a fast 
learner and will join the next Tiyamike Sewing class 
starting September.

Blessing of friendship LIFE 



KBC farewells Shelby
In April, KBC farewelled short-termer Shelby, who has been doing an 
excellent job helping lead KBC for the past two years especially when 
we were away on home assignment. Both the Friday Chichewa KBC as 
well as the Wednesday English KBC will miss her greatly! Chichewa KBC 
continues under the guidance of our gardener Dickson who loves the 
Lord and has a heart for children’s ministry. English KBC with St Charles 
Primary School will return to our place with Pete and short-termer Eva 
(from Switzerland) leading. A new focus in English KBC this term is to 
train and equip the school teachers to be able to teach the Bible them-
selves in creative ways. We have plans for more opportunities to collabo-
rate with other kids ministries in our area as we work together in the 
Gospel. We have organised for ‘Mthenga Wabwino’ (a ministry that 
reaches out to Muslims) to lead a training on April 22 to equip leaders to 
reach Muslim kids. We have invited other similar kids Bible clubs leaders 
in our area to attend. Please pray for a time of mutual encouragement.The Jesus Jar began 

with the Onglets who 
wanted to put aside 
some of their pocket 
money to help those 
in need around us. 
When we shared 
about the Jesus Jar in 
Australia, many of our 
friends generously 
contributed to it so we 
can continue to help 
the needy. On top of 
helping with food, 
shelter and education, 
we are hoping to use 
the Jesus Jar money 
to help people help 
themselves by provid-
ing micro loans to 
start up their own 
small business selling 
charcoal, sugarcanes, 
vegetables, etc. This 
will also open up 
opportunities for 
discipleship and 
teaching basic busi-
ness skills to those 
receiving loans. Pray 
with us that the Jesus 
Jar will continue to 
bless those in need 
around us.

Youth ministry update
After 3 years of pouring themselves into the youth ministry in the AEC, Pete and 
Chisoni decided that it was time to undertake an evaluation of how the ministry is 
going, and whether there were any signs of gospel growth in the local youth groups. 
Over the past month, Chisoni met youth leaders from different areas across Malawi, 
and discovered that youth groups which were doing well had: (1) good leadership; 
(2) encouragement from adults in the church; and (3) discipleship.
One group stood out among the rest. Recognizing their need to have Bibles, they 
set a target to raise money to buy 24 Bibles so that every member would have a copy 
of God’s Word to study for themselves. It will take them about 3 months but they are 
determined!

Youth ministry is not a “lone ranger” ministry. Youth are part of the wider church 
body. They thrive when they are supported by the church leadership, and when they 
have others in the church who encourages and mentors them in the faith.   Pray that 
this will be what happens in every local youth group in the AEC.

Last week the Tiyamike Sewing ‘Class of 2015’ ladies met 
together for a ‘class reunion’ over tea and cake. It is encour-
aging to hear that all of the ladies have been sewing since 
they graduated last June. This week we will meet together 
again for ‘refresher’ classes in which they will learn to make 
more difficult items. Please continue to pray for the ladies, 
as it is not easy to build a sewing business in the village 
where there already exists more experienced tailors. 
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Give thanks that it is harvest time which means a little 
relief for those suffering from hunger.
Praise God for a friend for Jo at church
Give thanks growing the KBC ministry
Praise God that the Tiyamike Sewing ladies are sewing 
well and continuing to use their skills
Thank God for generous friends who gave to the 
Jesus Jar

Pray for Malawi as many did not have a good harvest 
of maize this year.
Pray for Tenson as he sits for his exams in May
Pray for Shelby as she returns to the USA to begin 
Bible College with the intention to serve long term
Pray for those receiving help from the Jesus Jar that 
they may feel the love of God.

... pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. 
Phil 4:6 NLT
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Happy Birthday, Lucas!
Lucas celebrated his 7th birthday at the start of the school Easter break. We celebrated as a family in the 
morning and shared cake with the Zuze’s in the afternoon. After Easter, Lucas celebrated his birthday with his 
friends with an Octonauts themed party. It was a crazy 2 hours of boy-madness, but much fun was had by all. 

Tenson
16-year-old Tenson, our Malawian ‘son’, was recently disciplined by his 
school for misconduct. He was suspended for 3 weeks. Due to losing both 
his parents at a young age, Tenson has lacked adult role models in his life 
and as a result he sometimes finds it difficult to submit to authority. Pete 
gave him a stern talk and he has changed his behaviour since. Despite the 
suspension, Tenson still managed perform well in his end of year exams, 
coming 6th in the whole grade. Please pray for him as he sits for important 
exams on 11-13 May, which will determine his acceptance into a good 
national boarding secondary school.

ONGLETS

April
6-10 Family break at Zomba
11 Onglets back for last school term
16 Lucas’ birthday party
19, 21 Tiyamike Sewing Class A refresher course
22 KBC leaders training - Mthenga Wabwino 

May
5 Caycay’s 5th Birthday
7 Caycay’s birthday party
21 Tiyamike Sewing stall at school Mayfaire

LOOKING AHEAD


